BY PAUL G. MCLAUGHLIN

hen it comes to high-
Wperformance Fords, Lorin
and Dean Poeppe's enthu-

siasm knows no bounds. Over the
years, this father and son team
from Torrington, Wyoming, have
had their share of outstanding
Fords, but their '68 Mustang hard-
top is certainly *‘special,” in more
ways than one. This one is beauti-
ful, rare, and powerful. Very simply,
it has all the right stuff.

Their beautiful Acapulco Blue
metallic Mustang is one of the rare
High Country Specials distributed
only in the Denver, Colorado, area.
Since the market area was limited
in size, production was kept low,
and total production is estimated at
around 1000 cars. With the produc-
tion figure for '68 Mustangs at over
300,000, 1000 cars is like a drop in
the bucket. So, as the name im-
plies, this High Country Special is
truly a horse of a different breed.

Out of the 1000 models pro-
duced, only a few received the '69
Mustang-type hood scoop placed in
the center of the hood. This hood
scoop was a standard item on'leg-
endary 428 Cobra Jet cars; these
cars made a name for themselves
both on the street and the dragstrip.
Lorin and Dean's '68 got pretty
lucky; it's one of the few with an
original factory Cobra Jet engine.

In 1968, Ford installed only 4448
Cobra Jet engines, or 1.4 percent
of total production. Nine percent, or
2853, were given four-speed trans-
missions, and 1585, or 0.5 percent,
were equipped with beefed C6
automatics.

So exactly how rare is this car?
After some multiplication, it turns
out that this '68 is one of five, so
the odds of finding a similar car are
very slim indeed. Dean dug up
some background on the car and
found out that it was originally or-
dered by a Ford sales representa-
tive from Denver, which could ex-
plain how it came to be built in the
first place. Somebody had to have
some clout! Lorin and Dean are the
third owners.

The High Country Specials could
be compared with the California
Specials that were available during
the same period. Both cars were
built in the Ford plant in San Jose,
California, and share the same
components. At the front, the horse
and corral are deleted, and a set of
driving lamps have been installed.
The hoods are tied down with the
twist pins found on Shelby models,
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For more
information
send $1.00

CAPACITIVE DISCHARGE
IGNITION SYSTEM

Gives extended tune-up life, extended plug
life, extended point life, increases gas
mileage. Race tested to 12,000 RPM and as
high as 15,000 in static bench test.

ALLISON IGNITIONS ARE
STREET LEGAL.

OPTO XR-700
INCREASES ENGINE
EFFICIENCY AND MILEAGE.
Allison’s OPTO XR-700 is the
complete electronic ignition system
capable of eliminating ignition problems
as a performance limiting factor of an engine.
EASIER STARTING-SMOOTHER RUNNING
AT ALL SPEEDS, street, strip, off-road.

Enjoy the same high energy ignition system the Champions use. Inquire about Allison’s

HI-ENERGY IGNITION WIRING, a must for high output ignition systems.; PERMA-

SPARK Street and Track Coils

—

Manley Is Your Source
For High Performance
Ford Engine Parts!
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When it comes to putting extra strength and
stamina into your Mustang’s powerplant, Man-
ley’s got the parts you need. You’ll find that
Manley manufacturers a wide variety of Ford
engine parts, including everything from Bob
Glidden-designed racing pistons to those hard-
to-find valve train components.

Send $3.00 for a postpaid copy of the new
68-page Manley catalog and Racer Net prices.

For fast service and personalized technical assis-
tance, call Manley factory direct at 800-526-1362.

IMANLEY/§

13 Race St., Bloomfield, NJ 07003 ® 201-743-6577

14 KT.
SOLID GOLD

$450.00
Checks, money
order, VISA, &

Master Charge
will be accepted.

Limited Collectors Edition

MUSTANG RING

Only 500 Will Be Produced!

Each ring will be accompanied by a
numbered certificate of authenticity.
SEND ORDER WITH RING SIZE TO:

RINGS PLUS, INC.
7029 N.W. 12th St.
Oklahoma City, OK 73127

Phone 405/787-0304




