This Rare California Special Is
Equipped With an Even Rarer
Plain-Jane Drivetrain
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transmission 2
3.20:1 conven-
tional gears,
Striking and
concours
restored, the
Seafoam Green GT/CS was hard to
miss at the San Diego Mustang
Club's annual show last fall. Chuck
and Betty Schnarr of Tucson,
Arizona, bought this unusual
Mustang 12 years ago. P
daily driver by two former owners,
the GI/CS carries a DSO code of
75, indicating it was sold new in the
Phoenix sales dist Time had not
been kind to th \:L...a\huh it pastel
hardtop. The original 200ci six
damaged by overheating in the
Arizona sun, and a 289, also later
consumed by the desert heat, had

reviously a

taken its place. When the 289
expired, the car was parked for
many years, the harsh desert
environment taking its toll. For
10 years, Chuck persistently
reminded the owner that he was
interested in buying,

Chuck stepped up to the plate
with $900 in 1990 and hauled the
car home along with the original
toasted 200ci six. It took Chuck
and Betty four years to turn
around the former daily
beater and make it like new
again. Chuck went to work
on the damaged fiberglass
and massaged the sh
metal. He also applied the
Seafoam Green acrylic
, pinstriping, and
GT/CS graphics. The Ivy
Gold standard interior was
completely replaced. Not a
detail was overlooked

The 289 between the
shack towers was removed
and tossed aside to make
way for the original, correct
200ci six—likely the only
time in the history of Mustan,
nthly we've seen a V-8 to six
conversion. The engine was com-
pletely rebuilt by Doc'’s Machine
Shop. Today, it purrs nicely, equipped
with the correct Thermactor air-
injection system,

The Schnarrs have spent the last
nine years enjoying their unusual
GT/CS hardtop. When the restora:
tion was completed in 1994, the

chnarrs headed off to Charlotte,
North C. with Mustangs
Across America for the Mustang's
30th Anniversary celebration. Two

M

rolir

years later, they took it to \H.ml.s for
the Mustang Club of America’
Anniversary bash. At 139,000 miles
they retired the Mt
driving duties, electing to enter it
into competitions as a concours,
undriven restored car. Along the way
it has taken several First Place and
Best of Show awards in MCA
National shows. The icing on the

~/

cake was an MCA Gold award for
outstanding showmanship.

The Schnarr's California Special
demonstrates to us all that you don't
need displacement to prance proudly
in ,\hhung‘_ show circles. All it took
in t e was the unusual six-
S
manship all of us appreciate.
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